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The historical facts contained in this book _ 
are as near accurate as possible with the 


information at hand. 
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GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Twenty-seventh and Cramer Streets 


Camden, INE tp 





CHARLES W. JARED 


Pastor Grace Baptist Church 





FRANK H. DUBLE 


Superintendent Grace Baptist Bible School 


HISTORY 


of the 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
of 


CRAMER HILL 


The steps which led to the constitution of the First 
Baptist Church of Cramer Hill may be enumerated as 
follows: 

In the early part, of the summer of 1884 the Rev. S. C. 
Dare, State Missionary, visited the field, being impressed 
with its importance and promise, made an appointment to 
preach; in the Chapel a few evenings later. 

This appointment he filled, taking occasion to arouse the 
people to immediate action in the way of organizing a 
Church. | 

From. that time on he repeatedly visited the field, con- 
sulting with the brethren and directing them as to ek best 
methods of procedure. ia 

The first step taken was to circulate a, paper prepared 
by Bro. Dare, and to procure the signatures of those who 
were willing to call for their letters with a view of organ- 
izing the new Church. 

About thirty-five names were secured as it was or had 
been a Mission of the Trinity Baptist Church of Camden, 
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and as about twenty-five of those who proposed to enter 
with this new Church were members of that body. 

A second paper prepared by Bro. Dare and addressed 
to the Trinity Baptist Church of Camden, in which the 
reasons for desiring letters of dismission were set forth, 
was signed by them requesting letters of dismission and 
presented to the Mother Church through its Pastor, Clar- 
ence A. Adams, Bro. Thomas Hollows acting as a com- 
mittee to procure said letters. 

In due time these letters were cheerfully granted. 

As numerous other letters had been secured for the pur- 
pose of constituting said new Church, the meeting named 
in the following minutes was called and the action taken at 
that meeting and the results duly therein appear. 

In accordance with notice given on Sabbath, October 5, 
1884, a special meeting was called to be held on October 
9, 1884, for the purpose of constituting an independent 
Baptist Church of Cramer Hill. 

Rey. S. C. Dare was elected Moderator of the meeting 
and John D. Jefferies as Secretary pro tem. 

After devotional exercises, in which the 27th and 116th 
hymns were sung, the fourth chapter of Ephesians from the 
first to the sixteenth verse was read, then we were led in 
prayer by Bro. Dare. 

Letters from those who proposed to unite with us in 
the new interest were called for when the following letters 
were presented (see charter members’ names) : 

“Resolved, that we who have received our letters from 
our respective churches for the purpose of a new church, 
do now vote to organize ourselves into a regular and inde- 
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pendent Baptist Church in accordance wiith the teachings 
of the New Testament and the usage of the Baptist de- 
nomination, 

“Moved by Caleb F. Rogers, seconded by Wm. Frazier, 
carried unanimously by a rising vote.” 

On Thursday, October 23, 1884, delegates from the fol- 
lowing churches met in the Chapel to recognize the new 
Church: 

Trinity Baptist Church of Camden— 

C. A. Adams, J. E. Franklin, Av MeCaligg 
First Baptist Church of Camden— 

Dr:.J..C. Wynn, F. George, David Taek 
Second Baptist Church of Camden— 

J. D. Flangsburg, S. R. Blackwood, C. Ayres. 
Seventh Baptist Church of Camden—Moses Wilcox. 
North Baptist Church of Camden—Bro. Nash. 
Tabernacle Baptist Church of Camden— 

S. W. Bagley, Datus Drury, M. Barfird. 
Woodbury—J. J. Pierson, J. C. Merriel, R. N. Dolphin. 
Blackwood—J. Fielding, Charles Bee, Isaac Cramer. 
Mount Holly—Dr. H. F. Smith, M. Keeler, E. Potts. 
Moorestown—FEdwin McMinn. 


CHARTER MEMBERS 
First Baptist Church of Cramer Hill 


Thomas’ Hollows — Elizabeth Jefferies 
Alice Hollows Joseph Cramer, Sr. 
John D. Jefferies Elizabeth Cramer 
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James Griffee 
Annie E. Griffee 
A. J. Morris 
Emma Morris 
Joseph Borton 
Rhoda Borton 
William Frazier 
Kate Frazier 
Benjamin Myers 
Hanna Myers 
Caleb F. Rogers 
Bessie Hacking 
Jane A. Hacking 
Lydia W. Stone 


Mary E. Beideman 
Mrs. A. Johnson 

Mrs. Frances McDonnel 
David Austermuhl 
Mrs. R. T. Austermuhl 
Mary George 

Mrs. Mary Leverich 
Mrs. Lottie Brown 
George A. Hammond 
Mrs. EK. Hammond 
Mary Pike 

Charles Funfer 

Mrs. Isabella Matlack 


MISSIONARIES 


Sent from Grace Baptist Church 


1902—Charles S. Keen To East China 

19006—Mary Reeves Kirby To India 

1928—Peggy Raff Robbins To. Airica 
1875 — PASTORS — 1934 


Trinity Baptist Mission 
First Baptist Church of Cramer Hill 
Grace Baptist Church of Camden, N. J. 


Rev. Clarence H. Woolston 
Rev. George Post 1884-1885 


Grace Baptist Church 








Rey A.c ji, hay 1885-1887 
Rev; Da ebay 1887-1890 
Rev. W. C. Martin 1890-1894 
Rey. J. M. Ashton 1894-1897 
Rev. W. J. Beaven 1897-1905 
Rey. A.D. Hilton . 1905-1907 
Rey Fy J. Gukens 1907-1909 
Revi R bee piex. 1909-1917 
Rev.) W ivbiilaug 1917-1921 
Rev. William Sheriff 1921-1926 
Rev. E.. ‘Paul’ Smith + 1926-1929 
Rev, D. Bi Lee 1930-1932 
Rev..Charles W. Jared 1933- 


Rev. Harry W. Barras served as 
stated supply between KE. P. Smith and 


D. B. Lee’and D7 B; Lee and:C, We Jareq 


1885 — RECORD OF PASTORS — 1934 


RE ViAge tas 

May, 1885—July, 1887 
Increase by baptism 46, others 15, total 61. 
Decrease 2, net gain 59. 
Current expenses $2,114.00. 
Benevolence $17.37. 

REVi aD, Go BIXBY 

September, 1887—April 1, 1890 

Increase by baptism 66, others 32, total 98. 
Decrease 40, net gain 58. 
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Current expenses $1,802.60. 
Benevolence $309.67. 

REV. W. C. MARTIN 

March 7, 1891—April 1, 1894 

Ordained by the Church 
Increase by baptism 56, others 32, total 88. 
Decrease 64, net gain 24. 
Current expenses $5,974.43. 
Benevolence $391.30. 

REV. J. M. ASHTON 

June 7, 1894—December 6, 1896 

Increase by baptism 75, others 15, total 90. 
Decrease 92, net loss 2. 
Current expenses $4,266.30. 
Benevolence $282.54. 


REV. W. J. BEAVEN 
February 19, 1897—February 19, 1905 
Ordained by the Church 
Increase by baptism 116, others 49, total 165. 
Decrease 91, net gain 74. 
Current expenses $12,599.00. 
Benevolence $3,208.20. 


REV. ASD HILTON 
May 1, 1905—August 31, 1907 
Increase by baptism 51, others 41, total 92. 
Decrease 51, net gain 41. 
Current expenses $4,629.00. 
Benevolence $1,085.57. 
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REV. FD Jv LUKENS 
July 31, 1907—October 13, 1909 
Increase by baptism 82, others 61, total 143. 
Decrease 43, net gain 100. 
Current expenses $5,298.59. 
Benevolence $658.00. 


RE VijReeh ere bt Bay 
January 1, 1910—August 31, 1917 
Increase by baptism 156, others 84, total 240. 
Decrease 180, net gain 60. 


REV. WIGLIAM PaniAUG 
December 1, 1917—October 15, 1921 
Increase by baptism 65, others 53, total 118. 

Decrease 97, net gain Zl. 
REV. C. W. SHERIFF 
March 26, 1922—June 1, 1926 
No record. 
BREW. is Beall Bin 
October 18, 1926—October 1, 1929 
Increase by baptism 32, others 31, total 63. 
Decrease 141, net loss 78. 
REV. DONALD 'B, LEE 
February 9, 1930—March 30, 1932 
Increase by baptism 68, others 25, total 93. 
Decrease 196, net loss 103. 
DR ABE W2BARRAS 
1932-—1933 
Increase by baptism 34, others 9, total 43. 
Decrease 31, net gain 12. 
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Rive Evi PARED 
August 27, 1933— 
Increase by baptism 20, others 9, total 29. 
Decrease 4, net gain 25. 


1884 — DEACONS — 1934 


1884-1890—Joseph Cramer, Sr., resigned 1890, re-elected 
1891 and served until his death in 1932. 


1884- —Thomas Hollows, died in office. 
1884-1910—William Frazier, died in office. 
1884- —Charles Funfer, died in office. 
1886- —John Trachsel, died in office. 


1886-1906—John Keen, died in office. 





1891- Edward Wright, died in office. 
1891-1892—]. T. Geistweit. 

1907- —Alfred B. Chesshire, died in office. 
1895- —WVardner J. Simpkins, still in office. 
1895- —Burris Plummer, died. 


1908-1918—Frank L. Bonaker, died. 

1909-1911—Richard S. Asay, died. 

1909-1913—William Godfrey, died in office. 
1909-1917—William Miller, died in office. 
1909-1917—-George Clymer, died. 

1910-1911—Harry H. Smith. 

1911-1912—Aaron Burr. 

1913-1921—H. D. Longacre, died in office. 

1913- —Howard VanSant, now at Highland B. Church. 
1915-1923—J. Frank Tydeman. 
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1915- —Frank Stanton (Feb. 5-Oct. 14). 
1917-1922—John S$. Dobbins, died in office. 

1918- —William Fetters (January to December). 


1919-1924—-Rev. Frank Wood. 

1919-1932—Jesse Callaway. 

1921- James) ) Glare sc 
1924-1930—Harold W. Bennett. 
1925-1932—James L. Mead, died in office. 
1923-1932—William E. Hancock, died in office. 











1923- —RHarry B. Davies. 

1930- —Joseph A. Getz. 

1930- —Fdward H. Mills. 

1931- —Charles Daniels. 

1930- —Edward H. Lewis, Sr. 
1932- —Frank H. Duble. 

1933- —William C. Reeves, Sr. 

1884 — TRUSTEES — 1934 


Elected October 21, 1884—John D. Jefferies, Samuel 
Myers, A. J. Morris, D. Austermuhl, Fred Jones, Thomas 
Hollows, William Frazier. 

Elected October 1, 1885—Samuel Myers, D. Austermuhl, 
E. Austermuhl, J. Jefferies, A. J. Morris, Alfred Jenkins, 
John Keen. 

Elected October 7, 1880—Alfred Jenkins, D. Austermuhl, 
A. J. Morris, J. Morrison, W. C. Reeves, Sr. 

Elected October 6, 1887—William Hacking, James 

Griffee, W. C. Reeves, Sr., John Keen, D. Austermuhl, E. 
Austermuhl, F. H. Berry. 


Golden Anniversary A 


——$———— 





Elected October 5, 1888—John Morrison, John Keen, 
Pei berry, A. |i, Jenkins, W. C. Reeves, Sr., Edward 
George, Frank L. Bonaker. 

lected October 3, 1889—James Smart, Edward George, 
Ponne ween, A. L. Jenkins, W. C. Reeves, Sr. A. J. Morris, 
I. EK. Wright. 

Elected October 2, 1890—John Keen, F. L. Bonaker, A. 
Peenkins, &, EH. Wright, A. J. Morris, W. C. Reeves, Sr,, 
fer. Jenkins. 

Elected October 1, 1891 (4 for 2 years and 3 for 1 year)— 
J. P. Keen, E. E. Wright, W. C. Reeves, Sr., E. Austermuhl, 
(=e. hogers, James Griffee, A. J. Morris. 

Ilected October 1, 1892—J. Smith, W. H. Simpson, A. J. 
Morris. 

Elected October 12, 1893—J. Keen, W. C. Reeves, Sr., 
Francis Owens, W. Frazier. 

Elected October 18, 1894—\W. FE. Hancock, J. W. Simp- 
kins, W. Harris. 

Flected October 3, 1895—J. P. Keen, James Smith, Burris 
Plummer, Charles Owens. 

Elected Octobe 15, 1896—U. G. Peters, Alfred Chesshire, 
ears er arris, 

Elected October 11, 1897—John Julier, William Miller, 
Charles Owens, John Trachsel. 

Elected October 6, 1898—A. ‘Cheshire, U. G. Peters, 
J. Smith. 

Elected October 5, 1899—J. P. Keen, G. N. Grant, H. H. 
Smith, Elmer Stevens. 

Elected October 4, 1900—A. Cheshire, U. G. Peters, 
OV CE. 
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lected October 4, 1901—J. P. Keen, H. H. Smith, James 
Tapper, William H. Fetters. 

Elected October, 1902—W. C. Reeves, Sr., A. Cheshire, 
L. F. Bonaker. 

lected October 1, 1903—J. P. Keen, H. H. Smith, James 
Tapper, William H. Fetters. 

Elected October 6, 1904—A. Cheshire, W. C. Reeves, Sr., 
L. F. Bonaker. 

lected October 4, 1905—J. P. Keen, H. H. Smith, Elmer 
stevens, James Tapper. 

Elected October 5, 1906—W. C. Reeves, Sr., A. Chesshire, 
L. FY Bonaker, 

Elected October 3, 1907—H. H. Smith, George Ahrens, 
W. E. Hancock, J. E. Townsend, Thomas Escott. 

Elected October, 1908—No record. 

William J. Hurlock, Oct. 7, 1909-Oct., 1911. 

Jameés ‘Tapper, Oct. 6; 1910 -0ctito2Z. 

Clarence ‘Trachsel, Octy6, 1910-Janiels) iSite 

William S. Abbott, Oct., 1911-Oct., 1918. 

J. Marion Parsons, July 11, 1912-Until death in 1926. 

Frank Tydeman, Oct. 17, 1912-Oct., 1917. 

Herbert Trachsel, Oct. 17, 1912-Oct., 1928. 

Adolph Bothe, Oct. 16, 1913-May 14, 1930. 

Charles Daniels, Oct. 15, 1914-Oct. 12, 1916. 

S. P. Elam, Jan. 13, 1916-April 15, 1926. 

Wilham Lord, Oct. 12, 1916-Oct. 14, 1920. 

Frank H. Duble, Oct. 11, 1917-Oct., 1923. 

Charles Hughes, Oct. 11, 1917-May: 14, 1930. 

Joseph Getz, Nov. 6, 1918-Oct., 1924. 

U. G. Peters, Nov. 6, 1918-May 14, 1930. 
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mimbrose Koering, Oct. 16, 1919-Oct., 1921. 
Howard Pew, Oct: 4, 1920-Oct., 1922. 

feecoly seagraves, Oct, 13; 1921-Oct., -1923. 
Harry Boulton, Oct., 1925-May 14, 1930. 
Charles Daniels, Oct., 1926-May 14,. 1930. 
James Tapper, Oct., 1926-May, 1929. 

S. P. Elam, April 11, 1928-May 14, 1930. 

FE. H. Lewis, Sr., May 16, 1929-May 14, 1930. 
William Kates, Sr., May 14, 1930-Oct. 29, 1930. 
James Tapper, May 14, 1930-Oct.°29, 1930. 
Marion McGee, May 14, 1930-Oct. 29, 1930. 
Raymond Haines, May 14, 1930-Oct. 29, 1930. 
Albert. Sauer, May 14, 1930-Oct. 29, 1930. 
Harold W. Bennett, October 29, 1930. 

Fred Miller, May 14, 1930. 

Bernard Sharp, May 14, 1930. 

Samuel D. Ross, May 14, 1930. 

Harry Teuber, October 29, 1930. 

fle tclark, pr.,, October 29;. 1930. . 


1884 — GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH — 1934 
A Parent to the Following Churches 


Bethany Baptist Church of Cramer Hill—Was organized 
February, 1889. Rev. A. J. Hay, first Pastor of the mother, 
‘became Pastor of the daughter. Alfred F. Cramer gave 
the ground on which the Church stands. 

Chestnutdale Baptist Church of Williamstown, N. J.— 
Organized in April, 1890. 
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Rosedale Baptist Church—Organized September, 1893. 

Highland Baptist Church—Organized November 30, 1922. 
Joseph Cramer, Sr., gave the ground on which the Church 
stands. 


1884 — CHURCH TREASURERS — 1934 
James: Grillee if - ac eee wale oe oe 1884-1885 
Wiliam Praziersds dace eee se ee ee 1885-1889 
Frank-H., Berry...\..ces epee: cas cee) osc 1890-1891 
Hiram. Nicholsoné.. 5 fasten ene ee eee 1891-1895 
Frank. 1: \Bonaker.. none e eee Ce ee eee 1895-1902 
William ‘Frazier, sc.aieeese nea Lee eee 1902-1910 
iE Stevens. sous eae ee ee ee October, 1910-1922 


William S. Horne—October 9, 1922 to August 18, 1928. 
Marion McGee—November 14, 1928, to October 29, 1930. 
Fred C. Miller, Jr..—October 29, 1930, to May, 1935. 


1884 — CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ~— 1934 


Year Members Year Members Year Members 
1884 33 1892 152 1900 a5 
1885 84 1893 177 1901 eas | 
1886 96 1894 208 1902 247 
1887 109 1895 168 1903 262 
1888 119 1896 173 1904 255 
1889 153 1897 202 1905 258 

* 1890 125 1898 200 1906 305 


1891 139 1899 223 1907 306 
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tes 444.372 1917 535 1926 ead 
1909 421 1918 469 1927 589 
+.1910 394 1919 491 1928 . 505 
1911 390 1920 480 1929 496. 
1912 392 1921 503 1930 521 
1913 444 1922 ? 1931 429 
1914 450 1923 ? 1932 418 
1915 455 1924 ? 1933 435 
1916 502 1925 ? 1934 430 


HISTORY OF GEORGE F. POST 
Known to the old members as “Uncle” 


He was brought to this Church by F. Wayland Ayer 
during the winter of 1884-1885 and preached and had a 
wonderful revival. Rev. George F. Post was seventy years 
of age when he was here. 

When a boy of five he was brought to Meredith, N. Y., 
where he was raised and became Pastor of the Meredith 
Baptist Church and served for twenty years. 

On April 11, 1898, he died at Meredith, at the age of 
eighty-four and was buried in the Church graveyard where 
he had been Pastor for so many years. 

On April 29, 1898, the Friday night Prayer Meeting in 
Grace Church was held as a memorial service in his honor. 

This Church also gave money towards a bell which was 
put in the belfry of the Meredith, N. Y., Church. 

Large window on Cramer Street side of Grace Church 
given by F. Wayland Ayer in his memory. 
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HISTORY OF THE NAME OF THE CHURCH 


When the town of Stockton, N. J., was made part of 
Camden, N. J., it was: decided to change the name of the 
Church, which was called the “First Baptist Church of 
Cramer Hill,” because there was a First Baptist Church’ 
of Camden, N. J. All members of the Church were re- 
quested to present a name. Thirty-seven members pre- 
sented, 15 different names, which were voted upon on De- 
cember 1, 1899. The name was changed to the Cramer 
Baptist Church, which was again changed on December 15, 
1899, at the request of Alfred and Joseph Cramer, because 
of much dissension over the name. 

On December 15, 1899, the name Grace was chosen by 
a unanimous vote. This name was proposed by Miss Eliza- 
beth Gordon. 

The name Grace means favor. This name was chosen 
because God had favored the Church in the past spiritually 
and financially, also no other Baptist Church in New Jersey 
had that name, at that time. 

The fact was brought up by the Trustees on June 6, 1902, 
that the Church name had never been recorded. 

A special meeting was held June 20, 1902, for the purpose 
of finally adopting the name Grace and also to have same 
recorded. 


HISTORY OF THE TRINITY BAPTIST CHAPEL 


The ground, donated by Mr. Alfred Cramer in 1875, was 
broken in the spring of 1876, by Miss Dollie Morris. 
The Building Committee consisted of Mr. Joseph Cramer, 
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Sr., Mr. William Frazier and Mr. John Keen, who gave 
the contract to build to Mr. John D. Jefferies, contractor 
and builder and a member of the Church and later a 
Trustee. The Chapel was finished in the spring of 1877, at 
a cost of $871.12. 

The first regular services were held May 20, 1877, and 
the Chapel was dedicated June 10, 1877. 

The first organ was bought for the Chapel on October 6, 
1877, at a cost of $144. Square-back chairs were bought in 
1877, which cost $83.30; and some of them are still in use 
in the present Church. 

In 1892 an addition was made to the Chapel at a cost 
of $1,200. 

The deed to the lot on which the Chapel stood was turned 
over to the Trustees February 6, 1889, by the Trinity Bap- 
tist Church of Camden, N..J. The lot is 80 by 100 feet. 

The Chapel was paid for and the mortgage burned at the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Bible School, September 
3, 1900. 

During the year 1906, the Chapel was torn down and 
sold to make way for the present building. 


HISTORY OF THE PRESENT BUILDING 


In 1900, shortly after the old Church building was cleared 
of debt, a committee was appointed to raise money for a 
new building. 

During 1906, the following building committee was ap- 
pointed: Joseph Cramer, Sr., Alfred Cramer, William L,. 
Frazier, H. D. Longacre, George H. Ahrens, James Griffee 
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and R. S. Asay. George Savage was selected as the archi- 
tect at a salary of $700. George Bachman was selected as 
the builder, with a contract of $15,683.30. The total amount 
paid for building, furnishings, stained glass windows, etc., 
was $23,254.31. 

Joseph, Cramer, Sr., W. C. Reeves, Sr., and H. Da tages 
acre were appointed as the corner stone committee, which 
was laid on September 16, 1906. Rev. C. A. Adams, D. D., 
gave the address, assisted by R. D. Minch and A. E. Harker. 
The congregation sang a hymn, “How Firm a Foundation,” 
and the Choir sang two anthems, “O How Amiable Are 
Thy Dwellings” and “Praise Ye the Father.” The names 
of the 303 members on the roll at this time were placed 
in a box with other articles and put in the corner stone. 


During the time the Church was being built services were 
held in a tent at Twenty-seventh and Saunders Streets 
(during summer), “tent was rented for $25.00 a month.” 
During the winter services were held in Sigle’s Hall, at 
‘Twenty-fourth and Federal Streets. 

The first services in the new building were held on 
Prayer Meeting night, Friday, May 3, 1907, in the Sunday 
School room, with Pastor Hilton presiding. Deacon Frazier 
offered the first prayer. There were 110 present. 

Sunday, May 5, 1907, the first Sabbath service was held 
in the new building with Pastor Hilton presiding. His 
text was Proverbs. This being a Communion Service, 
Brothers J. Cramer, W. Simpkins, B. Plummer, C. F. 
Rogers, acted as Deacons in serving. There were 113 that 
partook of the Lord’s Supper. 


Golden Anniversary 25 








CHURCH FIRE 


On Tuesday evening, October 15, 1907, at about 7.15 
P. M., a fire was discovered in the boiler room by Pastor 
F. J. Lukens. 

The fire proved very disastrous, the new organ, which 
had cost $2,050, was entirely destroyed, while the north side 
of the building, the timbers beneath the floors in portions 
to passageways and about the pulpit platform, the roof 
directly over the organ loft and pulpit, and the west end 
of the north gallery and various places in the main roof 
were badly damaged. 

The amount of insurance received after the fire was 
$6,767.89. 


MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH WHO HAVE 
ATTENDED FOR THIRTY YEARS OR 
MORE AND ARE STILL ATTENDING 


Mr. Edward Austermuhl... By letter, February 12, 1885 
Mrs. Mary A. Austermuhl.. By baptism, February 26, 1885 
MeceeVary-A.. Buren. . oj... By baptism, February 26, 1885 
Mr. J. Clarence Trachsel... By baptism, February 26, 1885 
Mr. William C. Reeves, Sr.. By letter, May 28, 1885 

Mrs. Anna Miller Hahn... By baptism, May 2, 1891 

Mrs. Bessie A. Trachsel.... By baptism, April 17, 1892 

1 1 MIR Sa ot ee By letter, October 7, 1892 
Sem) oimpkins.:. .... By letter, November 4, 1892 
Mrs. Mary Reeves Kirby... By baptism, December 22, 1892 
free Minnie letters....... By baptism, December 22, 1892 
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Mrs.. Addie =Parsons 4220.a. By baptism, December 24, 1892 
Mrs, Walla.Q) Eby ac eer By letter, February 26, 1894 
Mrs. Mary L. Cramers.<..7 By letter, Apriled? tee 

Miss Daisy Trachsels sees By baptism, December 29, 1895 
Mr Charles, Fetters... By baptism, February 23, 1896 
Mrs. Eva Reeves Hedden.. By baptism, March 1, 1896 
Mr jahn. \uliersscr eee sy baptism, November 22, 1896 


Mr. William H. Fetters....By baptism, October 24, 1897 
Mrs. Bessie F. Nieman....By baptism, December 31, 1899 
Mrs. Mabel Longacre...,.. By baptism, April 15, 1900 
Mrs. K. Dobbins Lawrence. By experience, May 31, 1901 
Mrs. Ida Reeves Ross.....By baptism, January 19, 1902 
Mr. George C. Rogers, Sr... By baptism, February 9, 1902 
Mr. James ce ta eet he By baptism, January 17, 1897. 
Mrs. Edith FE. McConnell..By baptism, April 26, 1903 — 
Mrs. Gen nide R. Hedden..By baptism, February 18, 1900 
Mr. Clarence R. Peters....By baptism, April 24, 1904 
Mrs. Euretta M. Stow..... By baptism, April 24, 1904 





ASSOCIATE DEACONS 
(Formed during the term of Rev. D. B. Lee) 
1930-1931—David Lacey. 
Edward Lewis, Jr. 
Martin Weber. 
1930-1932—Kenneth Sharp. 
James Clark, Jr. 
Elmer Danks. 
1930-1933—Webley Simpkins, resigned May 13, 1931. 
Harry Tueber, resigned May, 1931. 
Everett’ Miller. 
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1931-1933—Walter Graham. 
Earl Graham. 
1931-1934—David Lacey. 
Martin Weber. 
Edward Lewis. 
James Clark, Jr. 
Elmer Danks. 
Ralph Elam. 
1933-1936—Walter Graham. 
Edgar Shaw, died January 5, 1934. 
John Mohrfeld, 3d, unexpired term of Mr. Shaw. 
Everett Miller. 
1934-1937—David ‘Lacey. 
Martin Weber. 
Rudolph Kurtzknabe. 





1932-1935 


1916 — DEACONESSES — 1934 


- The Deaconess Board was organized during the term of 


Pastor Haug 


January 13, 1916, first three Deaconesses elected. 

Mrs. J. W: Callaway, Mrs. F. J. Dietz, Mrs. Samuel Orth, 
January, 1916 to October, 1919. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, April 17, 1916, and served until 
her death, November 7, 1918. 

Mrs. W. C. Reeves, Sr., January’ 16, 1919-1921, elected 
for unexpired term of Mrs. U. G. Peters. 
‘ Mrs. J. Callaway, Mrs. J. H. VanSant, October 16, 1919- 
1923. 
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Mrs. W. C. Reeves, Sr., October 13, 1921-1925. 

Mrs. John Klinger, October 13, 1921, resigned October 
4, 1926. 

Mrs. J. Callaway, October 11, 1923-1927. 

Mrs. J. H. VanSant, October 11, 1923-1927. 

Mrs. W. C. Reeves, Sr., October 15, 1925-1929. 

Mrs. J. J. Clark, October 4, 1926, elected for unexpired 
term of Mrs. Nlinger. 

Mrs. J. Callaway, October 14, 1926-1930. 

Mrs. F. Dietz, October 14, 1926-1929. 

Mrs. -J> JiaGlark, May 416;51920"1932: 

Mrs. Frank Dietz, May 16, 1929-1933. 

May_ 14, 1930, terms changed for new by-laws. 

May 14, 1930-1933—Mrs. E. Raft, Mrs. John Vickers. 

May 14, 1930-1932—Mrs. S. D. Ross, Mrs. H. B. Davies. 

May 14, 1930-1931—Mrs. W. S. Horne, Miss Mary Rives. © 

May 13, 1931-1934—Mrs. W.S. Horne, Miss Mary Rives, 
Mrs. ‘W. C. Reeves, Sr, diedtin office May 2271932: 

May 11, 1932-1935;—-Mrs. S. D. Ross, Mrs. W. O. Eby, 
Mrss|.a).sClans 

May 17, 1933-1936—Mrs. E. Raff, Mrs. J. H. Vickers, 
Mrs. F. Dietz. 

May 17, 1933-1934—Mrs. FE. B. Chesshire, unexpired term 
of Mrs. W. C. Reeves, Sr. 

May 16, 1934-1937—-Mrs. W. S. Horne, Miss Mary Rives, 
Mrs. IX. B. Chesshire. 


FIRST IN THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 


First Pastor who served before Church was organized 
was Rev. C. A. Woolston, from 1875 to 1884. His first ser- 
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mon was on the Sleeping Virgins. His first convert was 
Miss Almeda Bell. 

First death was little Ida Harrop, in September, 18706. 

First morning service was held November 12, 1876, and 
on this date the first Children’s Day was observed. 

First meeting held to organize into a regular and inde- 
pendent Baptist Church, on October 9, 1884. Rev. S. C. 
Dare, State Missionary, was elected Moderator. 

John D. Jefferies, first Church Clerk, pro tem. 

Mary Pike, first member taken in on experience. 

Charles Funfer, first member taken in by letter. 

Rebecca Funfer, first member taken in by baptism. 

Rev. George F. Post, first supply Pastor. 

Rev. A. J. Hay, first Pastor elected, was given a unani: 
mous vote of the 37 members present. He was called here 
from Jacobstown, N. J. His first year’s salary was $700 a 
year with three weeks’ vacation. 

Joseph Cramer, Sr., Thomas Hollows, William Frazier, 
Charles Funfer, first Deacons elected. 

John D. Jefferies, Samuel Myers, Fred Jones, A. J. Mor- 
ris, D. Austermuhl, Thomas Hollows, William Frazier, first 
Trustees elected. 

Caleb F. Rogers, first Church Clerk. 

David Pike, first janitor in old Church. 

The use of Communion cards first started October 2. 
1890. 

First Communion fund collected for poor of church, De: 
cember 14, 1884. 

‘First Prayer Meeting: held Friday evening, March 1/7, 


1886, 
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First Prayer Meeting offering taken July 5, 1894. 

Church annual business meeting changed from October 
to May, 1927. 

Mr. E. K. Fortiner, of the First Baptist Church of Cam 
den, gave the Church the first Communion service. 

John ‘Trachsel, A. Jenkins and William Miller, first music 
committee elected (1885). 

John Keen, Mdward Austermuhl, David Austermuhl and 
Samuel Myers first ushers elected (1885). 

Mrs. Ella Allen first organist! elected (1885). 

West New Jersey Baptist Association first Joined by tine 
Church on July 31, 1885. 

Pastor A. J. Hay, Deacons Frazier, Cramer, Rogers and 
‘Trachsel, first delegates to Association, 

Brown’s Church Manual adopted October 23, 1884. 

Joseph Cramer, John Trachsel and Andrew Jenkins, first 
auditing committee appointed (1885). 

George W. Childs, publisher of the Public Ledger, pre 
sented the Church with the first Bible. 

Hezekiah Frazier, first death in Church membership, on 
March 25, 1885. . 

Mary Hill, John Morrison, John Trachsel, Annie Flint. 
Alice Allen were members of the first Choir. 

First Finance Committee elected July 3, 1890, comprised 
Miss Edith Williams, Mrs. John Keen and Miss Daisy 
Trachsel. 

First marriage in the old Church was Miss Queen M 
Price and Mr. Firman Leaming, during 1896. 

Mrs. Ethel Peters was the last member baptized in the 
old Church. 
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‘ YOUNG PEOPLE’S UNION 


The Young People’s Society has been active since the 
beginning of the Church. 

In 1888 it was a Christian Endeavor Society, and in 
1892 it took the name of Loyalist League. 

On October 11, 1897, it reorganized as the Baptist Young 
People’s Union and elected H. H. Smith as its first Presi- 
dent. Meetings were held twice a week with study classes 
and a record was kept of attendance and the part each mem- 
ber took in the meetings. 

Meetings are now held on Sunday evenings from 7 to § 
o'clock, before Church services. 


1886 — WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY — 1934 
The Women’s Missionary Society was organized on Feb- 
ruary 13, 1886, by the Rev. A. J. Hay, with 11 members. 
Missionary magazines were taken for the education of 
members in Missionary work. ‘Through the years a large 
amount of money has been raised for Missions and charity. 
The Missionary Friends organized in 1893, among the 
young people, to study and work for Missions, for some 
years did excellent work. 
During 1930, the Missionary Society and the Ladies’ Aid 
was combined into the Women’s Union by Rey. Donald 
Lee. 


1879 — LADIES’ AID — 1930 


The Ladies’ Aid Society was organized in the Trinity 
Baptist Mission in 1879. Mrs. Gibson was the prime mover 
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and first President. Its aim was two-fold, first, social, to 
further the acquaintance of new neighbors in the com 
munity, second, financial. 

No members of the Ladies’ Aid were more beloved ‘than 
Mrs. M. Rogers and Mrs. Ella Reeves. They both became 
members in 1885 and continued as members until death. 
Mrs. Rogers became the Treasurer in 1894 and held office 
until illness compelled her to resign, but she remained a 
member until her death in 1925. Mrs. Reeves was Secre- 
tary from 1889 to the discontinuance of the Ladies’ Aid 
in 1929, 

The following is an excerpt taken from The Loyalist 
newspaper, date of June, 1893, and will give one an idea of 
the work which the Ladies’ Aid carried on until 1930: 

“During the last month the Ladies’ Aid have been mak- 
ing some very useful improvements at the parsonage. A 
new and beautiful range has been put in; water also has 
been introduced with bath, hot and cold water is upstairs 
and down. A large part of this work was done gratis by 
Deacon J. B. Keen, and the ladies feel very grateful to him. 

“Last month was election time for the Aid and there 
was a great deal less fuss and friction than men usually 
make over such a great and rightly! matter as an election. 
The following were the officers chosen: President, Mrs 
A. J. Morris; Vice President, Mrs. Cullingford ; Secretary, 
Mrs. Alfred Cramer; Treasurer, Mrs: W. C. Reeves; Board 
of Managers, Mrs. Edward Austermuhl, Mrs. Cullingford, 
Mrs. John Oldfield. 

“Now that the summer is coming many no doubt will 
need sunbonnets and gingham aprons. The Ladies’ Aid at 
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their Thursday afternoon meetings, spend their time in the 
useful occupation of making these articles and then they 
sell them at a very little above the cost of the materials. 
Sunbonnets and aprons from the best goods are 25 cts., and 
a single bonnet will keep off five dollars worth of tan, and 
one apron will keep five dollars worth of spots from the 
dress.” 


1884 — CHURCH ORGANISTS — 1934 


Mrs. Ella Allen—April 2, 1885-1892. 

Mr. Fred Crowell—1892-1895. First Organist to be paid 
by the Church. 

Miss Anna Miller—October 1, 1895 to November 19,.1899. 

Miss Elizabeth Cramer—November 19, 1899 to October 
20, 1905. 

Mrs. Ella Allen—October 20, 1901 to April 20, 1905. 

Herbert Ross—April 20, 1905-1908. First Organist who 
played the present organ. 

Frank Lake—1908-1912. 

Clinton D. Lowden—1912-1915. 

Miss Highst—1915-1916. 

Mr. Sheppard—1915-1917. 

Mrs. Grace Sedgley—1920 to December 1, 1924. 

Elmer Campbell—December 1, 1924 to August 4, 1927, 

Mrs. Reba Dobbins Sharp—August 4, 1927-1934. 


SCHEME OF THE ORGAN 
Built, by Bates and Culley, Phila., Pa. 


The installation of this organ was made possible by a 
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generous donation from Andrew Carnegie, LL. D., and the 
active and energetic efforts of the members and friends of 
the Church. 
Two manuals, Compass CC to C4, 61 notes. 
And Pedals, Compass’ CCC to F, 30 notes. 
Great Organ— | 

1-8 feet open diapason, metal 61 pipes 


2-8 feet Dulciana, metal Cla 
3-8 feet Melodia, wood 6 aa 
4-4 feet Octave, metal Gi7ees 
Swell Organ— 
5-16 feet Bourdon bass, wood 61 pipes 


6-16 feet Bourdon Treble, wood 45 ‘ 
7-8 feet Open diapason, metal O61 “ 


8-8 feet Salicional, metal aihece 
9-8 feet Vox Celestis, metal 49 “ 61 notes 
10-8 feet Stopped Diapason Oise 


11-4 feet Flute Harmonique metal 61 

12-8 feet Oboe, reeds, metal GlPss 

Lower octave of No. 9 taken from No. 8 
Pedal Organ— 

13-16feet Sub Bass, wood 30 pipes 

14-16 feet Dulciana, metal 30 pipes 
Couplers— 

15—Great to Pedal 16—Swell to Pedal 

17—Swell to Great 18—Swell Super to Great 
Accessories— 

19—Motor starter, 20—Wind indicator, 21—Swell tremolo 
Combination Movements— 


Operated by pistons, between! the manuals, all adjust- 
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_ able, all affecting suitable pedal stops and piano move 
ments double acting. 


22—Forte to Great Organ 
23—Piano to Great Organ 
24—Forte to Swell Organ 
25—Piano to Swell Organ 


Pedal Movements— 
26—Great to Pedal reversible pedal 
27--Balanced Swell expression pedal 
28—-Balanced grand crescendo pedal 


Affecting all stops in serial order of strength without 
disturbing their position mechanically (reverse move- 
ment of pedal to cancel all stops in inverse order of 
octuation). 


Summary— 

OTE DS Tre Sided ee 4 Stops 244 Pipes 
BR MGT. cms hed axe Syke <s 7 Stops 415 Pipes 
UIT OATS alee a nsetats isintots, <0 2 Stops 60 Pipes 
SON CLES eoe OR gg 4 Stops 
Treg oie gee ea ea 3 Stops 
SEALS o/s. 5 slay ate Slr’ re 4 Stops 
Pedals MOVEMENTS ye a= sis sbi ss 3 Stops 

PPA TS El /S wie 4 Wim > .2 > 27 Stops 719 Pipes 


3-16 feet stops 
8-8 feet stops 
2-4 feet stops 





13 Speaking Stops 
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All full church organ scales and all throughout the full 
compass in their own pipes but one. 

Pitch of Organ—International C-517-3-(517 3-10 vibra 
tions per second). 

Wind pressure—3-inch (water gauge). 

Net weight—8,500 pounds. 


Brief Description of the Organ 


The organ stands in a particularly fine location, at the 
left of the pulpit and directly in the rear of Choir. 

The case is made of chestnut wood appropriately de 
signed and surmounted by thirty-nine display pipes, taste 
fully decorated in pure gold leaf and blended oil colors. 

The console is placed centrally and is: supplied with all 
necessary accessory stops to render easy and convenient 
handling of the instrument. The wind chests are so con- 
structed that every pipe has ample and steady supply of 
wind without drop of pressure under any condition of use 
The bellows is large, fitted with square drop feeders oper 
ated by) an electric blower. 

Installed by U. S. Pipe Organ Co., of Philadelphia, Pa., 
December 16, 1921, at a cost of $415, electric work bv 
C. Dunn, total, $472.75. 

The stroke is long, slow and steady and the wind supply 
ample for all possible requirements. The action is simple, 
reliable and durable, the manual key and coupler action is 
“direct’” or mechanical, the pedal key action tubular-pneu- 
matic, also the stop action and Grand Crescendo, the com- 
bination action and swell expression action mechanical. The 
response of the pipe is quick, full and clear and the repeti- 
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tion instantaneous. The stops and couplers are controlled 
by register keys placed directly above the swell manual, 
within easy reach of either hand of the player. The pneu: 
matic action is from the builders’ own designs, original with 
them, and has been in successful use in many organs for 
many years. The voicing, on which so much depends, has 
been given close and thorough attention, with most suc 
cessful results. 

The scheme of the organ was carefully prepared and the 
proper scales of pipes selected. The bass pipes of the Pedal 
Dulciana, Great Organ Diapason and Dulciana and the 
Swell Organ Open Diapason and Salicional are full length 
open zine pipes, thus giving the true tones of these stops. 

Attention is called to the large number of 16 and 8 foot 
stops, giving the deep and true tone for a well-balanced 
church organ, also to the strength and solidity of the sub 
bass, the Diapasons, and other foundation stops, the clear 
flute tones, the delicacy of the strong stops, the good reed 
stop. and the nice finish of tone throughout. 


- IMPROVEMENTS SINCE PRESENT BUILDING 
WAS ERECTED 





Intermediate Department, all walls, ceiling lathed and 
plastered, floor layed and closet built on Cramer Street 
side by Charles Mathews, June, 1923, cost, $1,815. 

Heating system installed by J. C. F. Trachsel and son, 
April, 1923, cost, $510.15. 

Electric work installed by Strang Electric Co. 
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Doors put between Intermediate and Junior Departments. 
June, 1925, cost, $102.05. 

Coat hangers and rack built around walls by Bernard 
Sharp, March 12, 1930, cost, $23.50. | 

Biblé School office and storeroom built May, 1929, cost, 
$220. 

Bell system from office to departments of Bible School 
put in by Wilbur Peters March 16, 1930, cost, $20. 

Church kitchen renovated by putting in windows and 
counter between kitchen and Junior Department and plas- 
tering and painting, new lights and closet, February, 1934. 
This was done without any cost to the Church. Work done 
by John Mohrfeld, Jr.. two CWA workmen, W. C. Reeves, 
Jr., William Rowntree, Gilbert Nieman, S. D. Ross and 
the financial assistance of Hon. Harold W. Bennett. 

Balcony in main room of the Bible School paneled in on 
September 13, 1914, cost, $45.84. 

Skylight put in main room of Bible School about 1908, 
cost, $325. 

Hand-rail put around front Church steps January, 1925. 
Given by Deacon Joseph Cramer, Sr. 

On June 12, 1915, the Church bought the house and lot 
next to the Church for $2,543, from W. F. Kay. On No- 
vember 3, 1915, the house was sold to Mr. V. Blackwell for 
$300, provided he move it from the lot. This was done 
with the intention of building a hall next to the Church 
for athletics and Bible School work. This has not been 
done up to date, due to lack of funds. The lot is on the 
Twenty-seventh Street side of the Church, size 30 feet by 
102: feet-6. inches; 
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HISTORY OF THE PARSONAGE 


On September 25, 1884, Samuel H. French gave to the 
Ladies Aid of the Church the ground on which the par- 
sonage now stands. The Ladies Aid then asked permis- 
sion to build a parsonage on it. 

On August 20, 1885, a special meeting of the Church was 
held to vote on building a parsonage. <A vote by ballot 
was taken, 20 for, 12 against. John D. Jefferies, a Trustee 
of the Church, who was a contractor and builder, was given 
the contract to build the parsonage, and during the year 
1886 it was built at a cost of $3,000. 

From 1886 to 1902, the Ladies Aid, with many prayers 
and much work in the form of suppers, rummage sales, 
selling household articles and making quilts, etc., the par- 
sonage was turned over to the Church clear of debt, at a 
value of $2,500. 

During July, 1922, the streets front and side of the par- 
sonage were asphalted' at a cost of $380. 

During March, 1922, Charles Dunn wired and equipped 
with electric fixtures at a cost of $214.22. 

The present heating system was installed in October, 
1924, by U. G. Peters and son, at a cost of $285. 

Full length screens were made for downstairs by George 
Hoffman in July, 1925, at a cost of $15.23. 

The garage was built in March, 1923, by Charles Math- 
ews, ati a cost of $379. 

A closet was built in the kitchen on June 6, 1927, by 
Bernard Sharp at a cost of $25.16. 

Addition built to kitchen from bathroom to ground by 
Samuel Daniels and John Mohrfeld, Jr. 
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All water pipes put in walls in kitchen, sink relocated 
and stationary tubs put in shed September, 1933, by John 
Mohrfeld, Jr., and S. D. Ross, and kitchen walls plastered. 

All rooms papered and painted, white shades put on all 
windows and many other repairs during September, 1933, 
at a cost of nearly $400. 

House Committee, 1933—Chairman, W. C. Reeves, Jr,, 
BC. Miller, Jno Basharp: 





OBITUARY 

1931 Mrs. Lillian Powell 
Mrs. Ella Trachsel Mr. John G. Myers, Sr. 
Mrs. Maurice Lord _ Miss Anna Flint 
Mr. Charles Ridgeway Mr. James Mead 

1932 Mr. W. E. Hancock 
Mr. Maurice Lord 1934 
Mr. Richard Asay Mrs. Staples 
Mrs. Amelia Daniels Mrs. E. Kuensel 
Mr: Joseph Cramer, Sr. Mr. Edgar Shaw 
Mrs. Ella Reeves Mrs. Elizabeth Eckels 
Mrs. Marie Wood Miss Lydia Asay 








NOTES OF INTEREST IN THE EARLY HISTORY 
OF THE CHURCH 
During 1893, Mr. Alfred Cramer made a proposition to 


the Building Committee, by which he was to purchase our 
property, give us four lots on the northeast corner of High 
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and Twenty-sixth Streets, and give us a donation, so that 
we should have in all $7,000 from him, provided we should 
build an edifice that would cost not less than $15,000. 

The committee referred this matter to the Church and, 
after favorable action being taken, the work of securing 
subscriptions began. 

Deacon Joseph Cramer headed the list with $2,000, and 
_ others followed according to their ability, but it was soon 
found to be impossible to raise the required amount. So 
Mr. Alfred Cramer’s offer was rejected by the Church. 


* OK OK Ok 


(Excerpt from Philadelphia Inquirer, Feb. 23, 1904) 
“PASTOR’S SORROWFUL PARTING 
“Members of His Congregation Wept as He Drove Away 

“Although it was before six o’clock in the morning when 
tev. W. J. Beaven left the parsonage of Grace Baptist 
Church yesterday, for the benefit of his health, half the 
congregation turned out. 

“The Minister's condition would not permit a farewell 
reception, and for that reason members of the church stood 
in groups around the parsonage, many with bedimmed 
eyes. 

- “When Mr. Beaven was carried to a cab all was quiet. 
As the cab drove away moans of sorrow could be heard. It 
was an affecting scene.” 


ee. Sa RT 


Grace Baptist Church has been signally honored in hay- 
ing as one of its members Hon. Harold W. Bennett, who 
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has been serving as President of the New Jersey Baptist 
Convention for the past two years. 


ok * * = 
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During the early years of the Church, candidates for 
baptism were obliged to travel to Trinity Church, Fifth 
and Market Streets. Later a pool was built under the 
platform, but the nearest reliable water supply was a pump 
more than two) hundred feet distant, and the filling of the 
pool was no small matter, requiring the services of six men. 
A hose from the pool to the pump was connected to the 
bottom of a barrel resting on a platform near the pump. 
One man pumped while the other emptied the bucket into 
the barrel and the men were relieved occasionally by others. 

These, in brief, are a few of the difficulties of the early 
Church. 


HISTORY OF STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
IN THE CHURCH AND BIBLE SCHOOL 
Church 


Window over door at Twenty-seventh Street entrance— 
Presented by Captain William H. Somers and family. 
Window over Choir, right, facing same— 
Presented by William Parry, in memory of Charles 
and Jane Owen. 
Window over Choir, left, facing same— 
Presented by William Parry, in memory of Adalaide 
Parry. 
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Large window on Twenty-seventh Street side— 
Presented by the Church members and friends, in mem- 
ory of Rev. C. H. Woolson, founder and first Minister. 


Church Foyer 


Window on Twenty-seventh Street side— 
Presented by Ann Williams. 
Window over door— 
Presented by Mrs. S. P. Barber, in memory of her 
husband, Stephen P. Barber. 
Window on Cramer Street side— 
Presented by Mary L. Kerler (now Mrs. Cramer). 
Window facing Twenty-seventh St. on Cramer St. side— 
Presented by John Crawford, in memory of Sydney 
Crawford. 
Large window om Cramer Street side— 
Presented by F. Wayland Ayer, in memory of Rev. 
George F. Post. 


Bible School 


Window leading to basement, Cramer Street side— 
Presented by Deacon and Mrs. Joseph Cramer, in mem- 
~ ory of their daughter, Ruth. 

Window over door, Cramer Street entrance— ‘ 
Presented by John G. Myers, Sr. 

First window from Twenty-seventh Street in Beginners’ 

Department— 

Presented by the Women’s Missionary Circle, 1886- 
1907. 
Second window from Twenty-seventh Street in. Beginners’ 
Department— 
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Presented by Caleb F. Rogers, in memory’ of iis 
mother, Angeline P. Rogers. | 
First window under balcony from Cramer Street— 
Presented by Mr. and Mrs. Cramer, Sr., in memory of 
Maud, Joey and Artz Leroy Cramer, children of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Cramer. 
Second window under balcony from Cramer Street— 
Presented by Mrs. John P. Keen, in memory of her 
husband, Deacon John P. Keen. 
Third window under balcony from Cramer Street— 
Presented by Deacon and Mrs. Joseph Cramer, Sr. 
First window in Primary Department facing Twenty-eigith 
Street from Cramer Street— 
Presented by Young Disciples Class. 
Second window in Primary Department facing Twenty- 
eighth Street from Cramer Street— 
Presented by Benjamin Wetzer. 
First window in Primary Department facing High Street 
from Twenty-seventh Street— 
Presented by Alfred Cramer. 
Third window in Primary Department facing High Street 
from Twenty-seventh Street— 
Presented by Primary Department, 1907. 
Second window in Primary Department facing High St.— 
Presented by Deacon W. L. Frazier, Kate Frazier, 
Lizzie Abbott, W. S. Abbott and Roy Abbott. 
Window on stairs to balcony facing Cramer Street from 
Twenty-seventh Street— 
Presented by Onward and Upward Class. 
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First. window in balcony facing Cramer’ Street from 
Twenty-seventh Street— 

Presented by Christ Messenger Class. 
Second window in balcony facing Cramer © street from 
‘Twenty-seventh Street— 


Presented by John D. Jefferies, in memory of his wife, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Jefferies. 


Third window in balcony facing Cramer Street from 
‘Twenty-seventh Street— 
Presented by Caleb F. Rogers, in memory of John C. 
Rogers. 
First window in balcony facing T'wenty-eighth Street from 
Cramer Street— 
Presented by Mrs. Alfred A. Chesshire, in memory of 
her husband, Deacon A. A. Chesshire. 


Second window in balcony facing Twenty-eighth Street 
from| Cramer Street-— 
Presented by Mr. and Mrs. J. Cramer, Sr., in memory 
of their children, Hiram M. and Mary A. Cramer. 
Third window in balcony facing Twenty-eighth Street 
from Cramer Street— 
Presented by Mrs. John Keen, in memory of her hus- 
band, Deacon John Keen. 
Fourth window in balcony facing Twenty-eighth Street 
from,Cramer Street— , 
Presented by Deacon ae Mrs. Joseph Cramer. 


Fifth window in balcony facing Twenty-eighth Street from 
Cramer Street— 


Presented by Charlotte F. Brown. 
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First window in balcony facing High Street from Twenty- 
seventh Street— 
Presented by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Cramer. 
Second window in balcony facing High Street from Twenty- 
seventh Street— 
Presented by William L. Frazier, Kate Frazier, Lizzie 
Abbott, William S. Abbott and Roy Abbott. 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE SCHOOL 


Sunday, August 29, 1875, a small company of men, wo- 
men and children met in a little vacant store on the north- 
east corner of Twenty-seventh Street and Burlington Pike, 
now Westfield Avenue. This store was the only building 
at that time from River Road to the Dudley Station be- 
tween the turnpike and the railroad, except the two farm 
houses of the Folwell estate and some other few scat- 
tered houses. Mr. Alfred Cramer, owner of the_ store, 
had called these people together to form a Sunday 
School. During the previous week he had visited every 
house in the entire village of Wrightsville and invited all 
to meet for the purpose of. forming a Baptist Sunday 
School; as the only place of worship at that time, was a 
small building on Pleasant Street, where the Methodist, now 
the Asbury Church, held services, There were 36 present 
that first day. 

The School was called the Trinity Baptist Mission. Mrs. 
Clara Harrop acted as Organist and Mr. Alfred Cramer as 
Superintendent and Chorister. The first Christmas enter- 
tainment was held in the store, but in February, 1876, the 
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building was sold to Mr. Joseph Cramer for a grocery store, 
and the School had to find new quarters. It then moved 
to Marlton Pike and Federal Street, occupying the double 
parlors of the Grumley Building, Mr. A. Cramer’s family 
living in the rear rooms. 

A. piece of land at Twenty-seventh and Cramer Streets, 
the present site, was donated by Alfred Cramer, and plans 
were laid for building a Chapel. Clarence H. Woolston, a 
young student from Crozier Seminary, took charge of the 
evening services and conducted revival meetings during 
the winter, assisted by Edmund FE. Read and Wilson Eng- 
lish, with wonderful results. Almeda Bell was the first 
convert. The number of converts during the year was 13. 
The first death was that of little Ida Harrop, in Septem- 
ber, 1876. On August 27, 1876, the first anniversary was 
celebrated, with 81 present, a gain of 45 in one year. 

The ground was broken for the Chapel in the spring 
of 1876, by Miss Dollie Morris. Mr. Woolston spent much 
time in November and December drilling the children for 
the first real Christmas entertainment, hoping to hold it 
in the new Chapel, but there were many disappointments— 
the building was not finished, the weather turned bitter 
cold. Those intrepid men, undaunted, borrowed stoves, 
tacked sheeting over the open windows and on December 
24th held a service, followed on December 25th by the 
much anticipated Christmas entertainment. | 


On May 20, 1877, the first regular services were held and 
the Chapel was dedicated June 10, 1877. The first service 
in the morning was held November 12, 1876, and on this 
same day a Chidldren’s Day exercise was held. This is the 
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first record of a Children’s Day exercise in any denomina- 
tion, so we can justly claim to be the originators of Chil- 
dren’s Day. | 


CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE BIBLE SCHOOL 


Alfred Cramer, Sr.. Mrs. J. Griffee Ida Harrop 
Alfred Cramer, Jr. Joanna.Griffee Amy Ireland 
Priscilla Cramer Clara Harrop Dollie Morris 
Lydia ‘Wright Mary Harrop Amanda Pennock 
Sallie Wright Ophelia Jefferies. Julius Pennock 
Kate Wright Clara Jefferies Laura Mangold 
Benjamin Price Lizzie Jefferies Martha Mangold 
Mrs. Benj. Price - Amy Kellum Charles Hammond 
Lottie Price Rebecca Kellum George Hammond 
James Griffee Frank Harrop Mitchell Hammond 


SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE BIBLE SCHOOL 
FROM 1875 TO 1934 


1875-1883. Alfred Cramer 
1883-1885 Thomas Hollows 
1885-1888 Andrew Jenkins 
1888-1889 William Li’ Frazrer 
1889-1891 William C. Reeves, Sr. 
1891-1892 Irwin LL. Geistwiet 
1892-1907 William lL. Frazier 
7907-1911. Harry H: Smith 
1911-1915. Frank Stanton 
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1915-1921 
1921-1923 
1923-1927 
1927-1933 
1933- 
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John $8. Dobbins 
Frank Wood 

Harry B. Davies 
Harold W. Bennett 
Frank Duble 


Mr. Alfred Cramer, founder and first Superintendent of 
the Bible School and for years Chorister of the Bible 
School, died December 15, 1912, after more than thirty 
years’ service. Mr. Cramer did not join this Church during 
all of his years of service, but held his membership in the 
Trinity Baptist Church of Camden, N. J. 


1898 — 


1898-1909 
1909-1914 
1914-1915 
1915-1916 
1916-1919 
1919-1921 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1925 
1925-1926 
1926-1927 
1927-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 


—_—_——- 


ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENTS — 1934 


OF BIBLE SCHOOL 


Harry Smith 

William Godfrey 

John Dobbins 

Charles Fetters 

Charles Fetters and R. Moore 
Charles Fetters and F. Wood 

Rk. Moore and Frank Duble 

F. Duble and A. Seagraves 

A. Bothe 

ate olor KG, ot. 

W. J. Horne 

W. J. Simpkins and Mary Condit 
EBs ewis}or., and’ J. J.) Clarke, Sr. 
W. J. Simpkins and Mary Condit 
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1930-1932 E. Lewis, Sr., and J: J. Clarke, Sr. 
1932-1933 ~Jiofn Clarke yor 

1933-1934 - W. C. Reeves, Jr., and W. Rowntree 
W. C. Reeves, Jr, and Jv)J, Glarke wan 


1934 


1898 — TREASURERS OF BIBLE SCHOOL — 1934 


1898 — 


1898-1909 
1909-1910 
1910-1916 
1916-1918 
1918-1934 


SECRETARYS OF BIBLE SCHOOL — 


1898-1909 
1909-1910 
1910-1916 
1916-1920 
1920-1931 
1931-1932 
1932-1934 


John P. Keen 
W. J. Simpkins 
Charles Bonaker 
J. M. Parsons 
A. Bothe 


1934 
W. J. Simpkins 

James Howell 

W. J. Simpkins 

William Parry 

Raymond Haines 

Webley Simpkins 

Raymond Haines 


NOTES OF INTEREST OF THE BIBLE SCHOOL 


Cradle Roll organized in 1896, 
Home Department organized October 7, 1891. 
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1884 — BIBLE SCHOOL ENROLLMENT — 1934 
AND AVERAGE YEARLY 
ATTENDANCE 
Year On Roll Attend. Year On Roll Attend. 
1884 195 116 1909 659 316 
1885... 255 134 1910 566 320 
1886 303 149 1911 516 326 
1887 300 147 1912 800 ol3 
1888 265 137 1913 772 8 Ws 
1889 282 150 1914 750 345 
1890 278 142 1915 785 381 
1891 207 147 1916 948 379 
1892 304 147 1917 908 362 
1893 304 Wes 1918 879 379 
1894 240 206 1919 846 353 
1895 270 190 1920 815 305 
1896 Watt 199 1921 794 303 
1897 349 207 1922 530 326 
1898 389 207 1923 325 301 
1899 404 200 1924 515 301 
1900 398 217 1925 469 249 
1901 380 210 1926 473 256 
1902 392 221 1927 548 260 
1903 386 cod | 1928 648 263 
1904 395 249 1929 649 277 
1905 415 254 1930 627 321 
1906 452 iN EIS 601 Gor 
1907 474 254 1932 611 372 
1908 649 316 1933 627 387 
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